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1
METHOD OF ROUTING MULTICAST
TRAFFIC

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application is a continuation of and claims the benefit
of priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/090,164, filed Nov. 26, 2013, which is a continu-
ation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/558,073 (now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,611,252), filed Jul. 25, 2012, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/423,375
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,259,612), filed on Jun. 9, 2006, both of
which are hereby incorporated by reference herein in their
entireties.

FIELD

This application relates generally to multicasting over a
computer network, and particularly to a method of and net-
work for routing multicast traffic.

BACKGROUND

Multicast communication is an efficient way to send data
over a computer network from a single source to a plurality of
hosts or destinations. Multicast data, in the form of multicast
packets, is sent from a source (S) address to a group (G)
address. Multicast routing comprises two functional compo-
nents. One component is a Reverse Path Forwarding (RPF)
check to verify the interface on which the packet is received
using information in a topology table. The other component is
replication which is to forward the packet to interface(s)
described by entries in a routing table.

In unicast routing, unicast packets are sent from a single
source to a single host or destination. The packets are routed
by network devices, such as routers, towards a destination
address (typically an IP address). The source address of a
unicast packet therefore plays little or no part in routing of
unicast data, with the unicast packets being routed based on
their destination address.

In Multi-Topology Routing (MTR), e.g. routing between
networks having different topologies and/or protocols, the
forwarding table chosen to route an incoming packet is deter-
mined by DSCP (Differentiated Services Code Point) bits in
the packet header. Unicast routing protocols (e.g. OSPF and
ISIS) are enhanced to build different topologies by incorpo-
rating “color-marking” in a route advertisement.

There are certain limitations when this model is extended
to multicast routing. For example, multicast routing states can
be created by end hosts joining and/or leaving a group. It is
not practical to modify the operating system on these systems
to include a “color” in the IGMP (Internet Group Manage-
ment Protocol) packets. Therefore, last-hop routers are
restricted to supporting only one multicast routing table for a
given group or a given source/group pair. This in turn makes
it very complex to define multiple topologies in the transit
routers for the same group or source/group pair.

A somewhat different difficulty applies in a MVPN (Mul-
ticast Virtual Private Network). In the current MVPN envi-
ronment, for a given source, the topology table can be
obtained from one and only one VRF (Virtual Routing and
Forwarding) device. With this restriction, if a source sends
multiple multicast streams to different MVPNs, and if there
are hosts or receivers interested in different combination of
the streams, the source has to use a unique IP address per
stream to deliver the traffic. This introduces additional man-
agement overhead.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The present invention is illustrated by way of example and
not limitation in the figures of the accompanying drawings, in
which like references indicate similar elements and in which:

FIG. 1a shows a schematic representation of a computer
network having one autonomous routing domain in accor-
dance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 15 shows a schematic representation of a computer
network having multiple autonomous routing domains in
accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 1¢ shows a high level functional representation of a
multicast multiple topology in accordance with an example
embodiment.

FIGS. 24 and 25 show high-level schematic representa-
tions of a network device in accordance with example
embodiments.

FIG. 2¢ shows a low-level schematic representation of a
router in accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 3a shows a high-level flow diagram of a method in
accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 3b shows a low-level flow diagram of a method in
accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows a diagrammatic representation of machine in
the example form of a computer system within which a set of
instructions, for causing the machine to perform any one or
more of the methodologies discussed herein, may be
executed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for purposes of explanation,
numerous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of an embodiment of the present
invention. It will be evident, however, to one skilled in the art
that the present invention may be practiced without these
specific details.

FIG. 1a shows a computer network 10 having one autono-
mous routing domain which is configured for routing multi-
casttraffic in accordance with an example embodiment. More
particularly, the computer network 10 comprises at least one
network device having thereon respective multicast group
addresses associated with respective multicast routing
topologies. The term “topology™ in this context is understood
to include VRF. The network 10 includes a plurality of net-
work devices, e.g. multicast routers 12 to 16, and a plurality of
hosts, e.g. hosts 22 to 26 networked to the routers 12 to 16.

FIG. 15 shows a computer network 100 which is config-
ured for routing multicast traffic in accordance with an
example embodiment. The network 100 may have multiple
autonomous routing domains (e.g. multicast virtual private
networks).

The network 100 includes a backbone or intermediate net-
work 102 (e.g. the Internet), and a plurality of sub-networks
104 to 108 in communication with the intermediate network
102. The sub-networks 104 to 108 in the example embodi-
ment are Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) and the network
100 is therefore an MVPN (Multicast Virtual Private Net-
work). Each VPN 104 to 108 (respectively labelled “Virtual
Private Network X, “Virtual Private Network Y”, and “Vir-
tual Private Network Z”) may be an autonomous routing
domain and include at least one host 114 to 118.

The intermediate network 102 and the VPNs 104 to 108 are
interconnected by way of a plurality of network devices
which, in the example embodiment, are routers. In other
embodiments, the network devices may be any network
device capable of routing network packets, e.g. switches,
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computer systems, or the like. Each VPN 104 to 108 includes
at least one router. For clarity of description, only the CE
(Customer Edge) routers 124 to 128 are shown in the drawing
(respectively labelled “CE X, “CE Y”, and “CE Z” corre-
sponding to the VPN 104 to 108 to which they are connected).
The backbone network 102 also includes a plurality of rout-
ers, amongst which are PE (Provider Edge) routers 134 to 138
(respectively labelled “PE X, “PE Y, and “PE Z” corre-
sponding to the VPN which they connect to the backbone
network 102). The backbone network 102 may include one or
more further provider (P) routers 132, only one of which is
shown.

As described in more detail herein, in an example embodi-
ment a topology and routing table may be identified using
group addresses in multicast protocols (e.g., PIM, IGMP,
MSDP, or the like) or in an IP header of incoming packets. For
example, as shown in FIG. 1¢, a plurality of topologies (e.g.,
topologies A, B, C, and D may correspond to a group address.
For example, a multicast group address 225.1/16 may corre-
spond to topology A, a multicast group address 225.2/16 may
correspond to topology B, a multicast group address 225.3/16
may correspond to topology C, a multicast group address
225.4/16 may correspond to topology D.

FIG. 2a shows a network device 200 in accordance with an
example embodiment. The network device 200 comprises a
Topology Learning module 202 which is configured to learn
or determine dynamically in which multicast routing topol-
ogy a particular multicast control packet is formatted by
analysing contents (e.g. a header) of the multicast control
packet. It is to be appreciated that the Topology Learning
module 202 is used for learning the multicast network topol-
ogy for a particular multicast group address when no routing
table and/or forwarding table (referred to for brevity as a
routing table) exists, but is not needed once the routing table
has been populated or if a particular multicast routing topol-
ogy was statically associated with that multicast group
address 212.

Referring now also to FIG. 25, a similar network device
210 in accordance with an example embodiment is shown.
The network device 210 has stored thereon a plurality of
records 211, which may each comprise a group address field
212, an associated multicast network topology 214, and a
forwarding or routing table 216 (if present). The group
address 212 may have been statically configured (e.g. pre-
defined by a network administrator) to be associated with a
particular multicast network topology 214. Instead, the mul-
ticast network topology 214 may have been determined by the
Topology Learning module 202 (of FIG. 2a) and associated
with the group address 212 (e.g. dynamic learning). The
network devices 200, 210 may be in the form routers,
switches, or the like.

FIG. 2¢ shows a network device, in the example form of a
router 250 in accordance with an example embodiment, in
more detail. The router 250 includes a processor 252, a
memory module 254, and a network interface device 256 for
connecting the router 250 to one or more networks. The
network interface device 256 may include a plurality of net-
work interfaces for connection to respective networks.

The processor 252 is divided into a number of conceptual
modules which correspond to particular tasks performed by
the processor 252. It is to be understood that the router 250
may therefore include software (e.g. a computer program) to
direct the operation of the processor 252.

The memory module 254 (e.g. in the form of a hard disk
drive, flash memory, or the like) has stored thereon records
211 as described with reference to FIG. 25. It is to be appre-
ciated, therefore, that router 250 includes not just one global
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4

routing table, but a plurality of forwarding or routing tables
216 associated with respective multicast group addresses
212. The processor 252 is in communication with the memory
module 254 so that the modules of the processor 252 can
access the records 211.

The processor 252 includes the Topology Learning module
202 (as described in FIG. 2a). The processor 252 also
includes an Address Reader module 260 to read a group
address (or other information, e.g. the packet type) of a mul-
ticast packet. The Address Reader module 260 is configured
to read this information from a variety of data packet types,
such as multicast control packets, multicast data packets, or
any other type of multicast packets, for example by reading a
header of the multicast packet. The records 211 of the
memory module 254 may be interrogated by a Determination
module 262 to determine a multicast network topology 214
and/or a routing table 216 associated with the particular mul-
ticast group address 212 as read by the Address Reader mod-
ule 260. A Table Populating module 264 is operable to popu-
late respective routing tables 216 in accordance with the
particular multicast network topology 214 of each record 211.
The router 250 further has an RPF module 266 to perform an
RPF check once the applicable routing table 216 has been
determined. If the RPF check is passed, the multicast packet
is automatically forwarded by the router 250 to another router
via the network interface device 256. The network interface
device 256 therefore acts alternately as a sending arrange-
ment and a receiving arrangement.

The routing table 216, in conventional fashion, includes a
plurality of multicast source addresses and associated net-
work interfaces against which incoming multicast packets are
checked and, if appropriate, routed or forwarded on a differ-
ent network interface. The RPF check is done to ensure that
each multicast packet arrived on the correct network interface
for the multicast source address associated with that multicast
packet, to eliminate looping and ensure that multicast packets
are forwarded only to the appropriate network device(s). If a
multicast packet arrived on the wrong network interface (e.g.
from an incorrect network device), that multicast packet is
simply discarded. In contrast with the prior art, where the RPF
check is done against one global routing table, the RPF check,
in the example embodiment, is done against an associated one
of a plurality of routing tables 216, the associated routing
table 216 being determined by the multicast group address
212 of the multicast packet.

An example embodiment is further described in use, with
reference to flow diagrams. FIG. 3a is a high-level flow dia-
gram 300 which shows a method of routing multicast traffic in
a computer network, in accordance with the invention. The
flow diagram 300 comprises associating, at block 302, on a
network device multiple multicast group addresses with
respective multicast routing topologies.

FIG. 354 is a low-level flow diagram 310 which describes
the example embodiment in more detail and reference is also
made to FIG. 14, in which the routers 12 to 16 are similar to
the router 250 of FIG. 2¢. The method 310 is started when a
router 12 to 16 receives, at block 312, a multicast IP packet.
For example, a host 24 may send a multicast control packet to
an adjacent router 14, indicating that the host 24 wants to join
multicast group #1. It is to be understood that a multicast
packet may be encapsulated within a unicast packet, but that
such a packet is, for brevity, still referred to as a multicast
packet. The multicast control packet sent from host 24 may be
formatted in any multicast routing protocol, e.g. PIM, IGMP,
MSDP, etc. The address Reader Module 260 of the router 14
reads, at block 314, the multicast group address (e.g. multi-
cast group #1) from the multicast control packet.
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The router 14 then determines, at block 316 (e.g. using the
Address Reader module 260) if the received packet is a mul-
ticast control packet and that it can therefore be used for
creating or populating routing tables. If so, the router 14
thereafter checks, at block 318, whether or not a particular
multicast network topology for multicast group #1 has been
statically configured (e.g. pre-defined by a network adminis-
trator). If no network topology has been pre-configured, the
Topology Learning module 202 analyses the packet to learn
or determine, at block 320, in which multicast topology the
packet is formatted (e.g. PIM). A routing table 216 is then
populated, at block 324, in accordance with the learned mul-
ticast topology. Populating the routing table 216 comprises
creating a record or entry 211 in the memory module 254 of
the router 14, the record 211 including a multicast group
address (e.g. multicast group #1) 212, an associated multicast
topology (e.g. PIM) 214, and a routing table 216 (e.g. in
accordance with the PIM topology). The router 14 may then
generate its own multicast control packets and send them to
adjacent or neighboring multicast routers 12, 16, which may
populate similar routing tables 216, if appropriate.

Similarly, a router 16 may receive, at block 312, a multicast
control packet from a host 26 indicating that the host 26 wants
to join multicast group #2. The router 16 reads, at block 314,
the multicast group address (multicast group #2), and deter-
mines, at block 316, if the multicast packet is a control packet.
For example, if it is determined, at block 318, that a multicast
network topology associated with multicast group #2 has
been statically configured, the Determination module 262 of
router 16 determines, at block 322, the pre-defined topology.
The associated routing table 216 is then populated, at block
324, in accordance with the IGMP topology. It is thus to be
understood that the routers 12 to 16 in the network 10 include
a plurality of routing tables, associated with respective mul-
ticast group addresses. Thus, multicast group addresses with
respective multicast routing topologies may be provided.

When a host 22 transmits a multicast data packet, the
packet is received, at block 312, by a router 12 which reads, at
block 314, the multicast group address (e.g. multicast group
#1) of the packet. The packet is in this case a multicast data
packet, and is therefore to be routed in accordance with a
routing table. The Determination module 262 of'the router 12
determines, at block 330, the appropriate routing table 216 by
interrogating the records 211 to determine which routing
table 216 is associated with the group address 212 for multi-
cast group #1. The RPF module 266 then performs a RPF
check, at block 322, using a multicast source address of the
multicast data packet in accordance with the appropriate rout-
ing table 216. The RPF check may be performed using a
unicast routing table in accordance with the associated mul-
ticast topology (e.g. PIM). If the RPF check fails, the packet
is rejected or discarded, at block 334. In this example, the RPF
check passes, and the multicast data packet may for example
be routed, at block 336, to the router 14 for onward forward-
ing to the host 24 (which is a member of multicast group #1).

The flow diagram 310 is also applicable to network archi-
tecture such as the network 100 of FIG. 15. Each router may
still have multiple routing tables but because the network 100,
beinga MVPN, has multiple autonomous domains, a router in
one domain (e.g. router 124 of VPN X 104) may have mul-
tiple routing tables 216 which may be different from those of
routers in other domains (e.g. the router 126 of VPN'Y 106).
However, the routers may still include multicast group
addresses respectively associated with multicast routing
topologies (e.g. different VRF's in the case of MVPN). It is to
be appreciated that the example embodiment may find par-

20

40

45

6

ticular application in MVPNs having different autonomous
domains, as the routing or RPF table may be obtained one of
a plurality of VRFs.

A command to enable group-based VRF selection may be
as follow:

ip multicast [vrf<receiver-vrf>| rpf select [vrf<source-

vrf>Iglobal] group-list <acl>

For example,

(conf#)access-list 1 permit G1 255.255.255.255

(conf#)ip multicast VPN-X rpf'select vif VPN-Y group-list

1
(conf#)access-list 2 permit G2 255.255.255.255
(conf#)ip multicast VPN-X rpf'select vif VPN-Z group-list
2

In the example above, for all lookups originating in VPN-
X, if'the group address is G1 the RPF check will be performed
in VPN-Y instead and if the group address is G2 the RPF
check will be performed in VPN-Z. Thus, RPF functionality
may be performed using the same source address in different
VRFs.

In an example embodiment, Multi Topology Routing
(MTR), the methodologies deliver multiple unicast topolo-
gies and class-based forwarding for IP unicast forwarding. In
addition, a fully-fledged multicast RPF topology may be pro-
vided, that can be constructed fully independently from the
unicast topology(ies). In the example embodiment, multicast
class-based forwarding is performed based on the group
address as herein described. In an example embodiment, a
given group address may belong to one and only one topol-
ogy. Multicast topology differentiation in a forwarding plane
can also be performed using a packet attribute, for example
the DSCP field, as in the unicast case.

In an example embodiment, IP Multicast the Group Des-
tination Address is only a temporary identification for a Mul-
ticast Session that allows one or more Multicast source to
deliver data to a group of Multicast Receivers. Two different
group addresses can be used to reach the same receiver-set
from the same set of sources. For this reason traffic differen-
tiation can be achieved by using multiple group addresses and
making sure that the proper paths are chosen when the mul-
ticast trees for different group addresses are built. This
approach may have the advantage of not adding any new
significant requirement neither to the multicast forwarding
plane nor to the multicast protocols (IGMP, PIM etc.). In an
example embodiment, there my be a need to perform a coor-
dinate management of group addresses with regard to classes
of services in a network.

Example Overall Architecture

In an example embodiment, class-based path differentia-
tion for IP Multicast may be achieved by building multiple
RPF topologies (e.g., as herein before described), each of
which may conform to a normal or conventional unicast
topology. However, unlike unicast topologies, the RPF
topologies may not be used directly for forwarding, but for
building Multicast Forwarding Trees (see for example FIGS.
3a and 3b). At tree-building time (e.g., performed by PIM),
the multicast group address may be used as a demultiplexer to
select the RPF topology to consult. This may result in the tree
for a specific group address being built on paths specified by
a given RPF topology. Example router-infrastructure to sup-
port this architecture may include:

A) RTMGR/RIB/Routing-Protocols capability of building
multiple multicast RPF topologies; and
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B) Capability of configuring, maintaining and consulting a
database to perform the demultiplexing from group address
(and potentially other parameters) to RPF topology.

In an example embodiment, to implement the methodolo-
gies describe herein, a legacy router may be modified to
remove the checks that prevent the configuration of multiple
RPF topologies.

FIG. 4 shows a diagrammatic representation of machine in
the example form of a computer system 400 within which a
set of instructions, for causing the machine to perform any
one or more of the methodologies discussed herein, may be
executed. In alternative embodiments, the machine operates
as a standalone device or may be connected (e.g., networked)
to other machines. In a networked deployment, the machine
may operate in the capacity of a server or a client machine in
server-client network environment, or as a peer machine in a
peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environment. The
machine may be a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC, a
set-top box (STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a
cellular telephone, a web appliance, a network router, switch
or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a set of
instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to
be taken by that machine. Further, while only a single
machine is illustrated, the term “machine” shall also be taken
to include any collection of machines that individually or
jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instructions to per-
form any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein.

The example computer system 400 includes a processor
402 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU), a graphics process-
ing unit (GPU) or both), a main memory 404 and a static
memory 406, which communicate with each other via a bus
408. The computer system 400 may further include a video
display unit 410 (e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a
cathode ray tube (CRT)). The computer system 400 also
includes an alphanumeric input device 412 (e.g., akeyboard),
a user interface (UI) navigation device 414 (e.g., a mouse), a
disk drive unit 416, a signal generation device 418 (e.g., a
speaker) and a network interface device 420.

The disk drive unit 416 includes a machine-readable
medium 422 on which is stored one or more sets of instruc-
tions and data structures (e.g., software 424) embodying or
utilized by any one or more of the methodologies or functions
described herein. The software 424 may also reside, com-
pletely or at least partially, within the main memory 404
and/or within the processor 402 during execution thereof by
the computer system 400, the main memory 404 and the
processor 402 also constituting machine-readable media.

The software 424 may further be transmitted or received
over a network 426 via the network interface device 420
utilizing any one of a number of well-known transfer proto-
cols (e.g., HTTP).

While the machine-readable medium 422 is shown in an
example embodiment to be a single medium, the term
“machine-readable medium” should be taken to include a
single medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized or dis-
tributed database, and/or associated caches and servers) that
store the one or more sets of instructions. The term “machine-
readable medium” shall also be taken to include any medium
that is capable of storing, encoding or carrying a set of instruc-
tions for execution by the machine and that cause the machine
to perform any one or more of the methodologies of the
present invention, or that is capable of storing, encoding or
carrying data structures utilized by or associated with such a
set of instructions. The term “machine-readable medium”
shall accordingly be taken to include, but not be limited to,
solid-state memories, optical and magnetic media, and carrier
wave signals.
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One or more routers of FIGS. 1a and/or 15 may be in the
form of the example computer system 400.

Although an embodiment of the present invention has been
described with reference to specific example embodiments, it
will be evident that various modifications and changes may be
made to these embodiments without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the
specification and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving a multicast packet at a network device;

identifying a multicast group address of the multicast

packet;

determining whether the identified multicast group address

has been statically configured to be associated with a
particular multicast routing topology;
in response to determining that the identified multicast
group address has not been statically configured, ana-
lyzing the received multicast packet to determine a mul-
ticast routing topology of the received multicast packet;
and
populating a particular routing table of a plurality of rout-
ing tables on the network device based on the deter-
mined multicast routing topology, each routing table
associated with a respective one of a plurality of multi-
cast group addresses, and the particular routing table
being associated with the identified multicast group
address.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining whether the received multicast packet is a
multicast control packet or a multicast data packet; and

in response to determining that the received multicast
packet is a multicast control packet, performing the
determining of whether the identified multicast group
address has been statically configured to be associated
with a particular multicast routing topology.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

in response to determining that the identified multicast

group address has been statically configured, determin-
ing the associated multicast routing topology of the
received multicast packet; and

wherein populating comprises populating the particular

routing table of the plurality of routing tables on the
network device based on the associated multicast rout-
ing topology.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

generating a multicast control packet comprising the iden-

tified multicast group address and the determined mul-
ticast routing topology; and

sending the generated multicast control packet to one or

more multicast routers, the generated multicast control
packet to be incorporated into a routing table of the one
or more multicast routers.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the received multicast
packet is encapsulated within a unicast packet.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the network device is
configured to route packets in multiple autonomous routing
domains.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the multiple autono-
mous routing domains include multicast virtual private net-
works.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein at least two of the virtual
private networks have different multicast topologies.

9. An apparatus comprising:

anetwork interface unit configured to enable network com-

munications;
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a processor coupled to the network interface unit and con-
figured to:
identify a multicast group address of the multicast
packet;
determine whether the identified multicast group
address has been statically configured to be associated
with a particular multicast routing topology;
analyze, in response to determining that the identified
multicast group address has not been statically con-
figured, the received multicast packet to determine a
multicast routing topology of the received multicast
packet; and
populate a particular routing table of a plurality of rout-
ing tables on the network device based on the deter-
mined multicast routing topology, each routing table
associated with a respective one of a plurality of mul-
ticast group addresses, and the particular routing table
being associated with the identified multicast group
address.
10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the processor is
further configured to:
determine whether the received multicast packet is a mul-
ticast control packet or a multicast data packet; and
perform, in response to determining that the received mul-
ticast packet is a multicast control packet, the determi-
nation of whether the identified multicast group address
has been statically configured to be associated with a
particular multicast routing topology.
11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the processor is
further configured to:
determine, in response to determining that the identified
multicast group address has been statically configured,
the associated multicast routing topology of the received
multicast packet; and
populate the particular routing table of the plurality of
routing tables on the network device based on the asso-
ciated multicast routing topology.
12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the processor is
further configured to:
generate a multicast control packet comprising the identi-
fied multicast group address and the determined multi-
cast routing topology; and
send the generated multicast control packet to one or more
multicast routers, the generated multicast control packet
to be incorporated into a routing table of the one or more
multicast routers.
13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the received multi-
cast packet is encapsulated within a unicast packet.
14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the processor is
configured to route packets in multiple autonomous routing
domains.
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15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is
configured to route packets in multiple autonomous routing
domains that include multicast virtual private networks.

16. A non-transitory tangible computer readable storage
media encoded with instructions that, when executed by a
processor of a network device configured to perform net-
working resource resolution, cause the processor to:

receive, via a network interface unit, a multicast packet;

identify a multicast group address of the multicast packet;

determine whether the identified multicast group address
has been statically configured to be associated with a
particular multicast routing topology;
analyze, in response to determining that the identified mul-
ticast group address has not been statically configured,
the received multicast packet to determine a multicast
routing topology of the received multicast packet; and

populate a particular routing table of a plurality of routing
tables on the network device based on the determined
multicast routing topology, each routing table associated
with a respective one of a plurality of multicast group
addresses, and the particular routing table being associ-
ated with the identified multicast group address.
17. The computer readable storage media of claim 16,
further comprising instructions to cause the processor to:
determine whether the received multicast packet is a mul-
ticast control packet or a multicast data packet; and

perform, in response to determining that the received mul-
ticast packet is a multicast control packet, the determin-
ing of whether the identified multicast group address has
been statically configured to be associated with a par-
ticular multicast routing topology.

18. The computer readable storage media of claim 17,
further comprising instructions to cause the processor to:

determine, in response to determining that the identified

multicast group address has been statically configured,
the associated multicast routing topology of the received
multicast packet; and

populate the particular routing table of the plurality of

routing tables on the network device based on the asso-
ciated multicast routing topology.

19. The computer readable storage media of claim 16,
further comprising instructions to cause the processor to:

generate a multicast control packet comprising the identi-

fied multicast group address and the determined multi-
cast routing topology; and

send the generated multicast control packet to one or more

multicast routers, the generated multicast control packet
to be incorporated into a routing table of the one or more
multicast routers.

20. The computer readable storage media of claim 16,
wherein the received multicast packet is encapsulated within
a unicast packet.



